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Opportunity, Risk and Adventure  

by  
Ike Glick  

 
Ancestry 

    My  ancestral  roots 
have been culturally di-
verse and sufficiently un-
likely that my chance to 
even  òshow  upó  is 
ôopportunityõ  beyond  
winning the lottery!   
     A  Norwegian  lad, 
James  Nilson  Peterson, 
crossed the Great Divide 
to North America at age 
sixteen in 1872 with his 
parents and five siblings 
on òThe North Staró 
sailing vessel.  After mar-
riage to Emma Anderson, his son, Theodore, crossed a cultural divide to 
wed an Amish-Mennonite gal, Maude Smoker, in a nearby  community of 
south-east Virginia. Though my mother, Lillian Peterson, was born in that 
home, the marriage failed when she was very young. She was adopted and 
raised by her grandparents, Benjamin and Lizzie (Beiler) Smoker, who 
moved to Lancaster County, Pennsylvania (PA), by team and wagon when 
Lillian was seven.  She grew up there where she met and married Daniel M. 
Glick of Smoketown, PA, December 20, 1923. 
                                                                                     (continued on page 4) 
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Millie & Ike Glick   

The MHSA AGM & Spring Conference 
will be held on Saturday, April 30, 2016 at Holyrood Mennonite 

Church (9505 - 79 St. Edmonton, AB). The AGM  will begin at 10:30 
AM, lunch at 12 Noon,  Conference at 1:00 PM, & Faspa to follow. 

Conference Topic: òRethinking Mennonite History in 
Light of the Truth and Reconciliation Commissionó 

Speakers: Roger Epp, Millie & Ike Glick, and  

Chief  Calvin Bruneau 

Registration: $20.00, RSVP - financemhsa@gmail.com, office 403-
250-1121, or David Jeffares 780-438-0404 

Donita Wiebeð 
Neufeld 
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Editorial 
Reflections: 

by Dave Toews 

    "Dave, what 
are you doing 
to keep the 
Mennonite His-
torical Society 
of Alberta 
(MHSA) alive? 
How are you 
going to keep it 
going?" asked my friend and fellow 
MHSA newsletter regular contribu-
tor Henry Dick, a few weeks ago. 
Hard questions are good. They 
cause us to pause and reflect, 
"What are we doing to keep the 
MHSA vibrant and thriving?" If 
you are reading this, you have a 
vested interest. I talk to people, 
especially younger people, in my 
sphere of influence about Mennon-
ite history and genealogy. Would 
they like to contribute an article to 
the newsletter? They should talk to 

their parents and grandparents be-
fore it's too late, write down their 
stories and donate the family col-
lection of historical letters and doc-
uments to the archives. They could 
also become involved by: serving 
on the board of directors; volun-
teering at the archives in Calgary; 
and, buying a MHSA membership. 
   Speaking  of  MHSA  member-
ships, a comment I hear quite of-
ten and recently articulated by Al-
bert Fehr, "I don't know if I've re-
newed my membership or when it 
is due?" "How can I keep track of 
this?" The answer to this question 
is simple: buy a lifetime member-
ship now for $500 and never worry 
about an expiry date again!  
    Good news on the newsletter 
volunteer staff 
front!  Dan 
Jack has joined 
the team as co-
editor.  
   Dan  brings 
with  him  a 
wealth  of  ex-
perience,  edu-
cation and an 
interest  in 
Mennonite his-

tory. He was born in Toronto and 
has lived in Brazil, in Edmonton, 
on a farm at Edgerton,  and on the 
campus of PBI in Three Hills dur-
ing his school years.  His father's 
family hails from Scotland and his 
mother's from Sweden. Dan has 
studied at the Prairie Bible Insti-
tute, Winnipeg Bible College and 
the University of Calgary. He holds 
a B.A. in philosophy and did grad-
uate work toward an M.A. in the 
history and philosophy of science. 
One  of  his  professors  was  J.B. 
Toews. He has worked as a univer-
sity tutor and owns and operates a 
construction  company.  Dan  and 
his wife Marguerite (Goerzen) Jack 
live on an acreage outside of Calga-
ry, where Dan makes hay when the 
sun shines! In addition to his edito-
rial duties Dan will concentrate on 
campaigning  for  articles  from 
southern Alberta to better balance 
the content of the newsletter. 
   In this issue we read of the work 
done by Millie and Ike Glick in 
Northern Alberta, Fred Enns' Ger-
man school experience and Dave 
Hubert's family story. I'm happy to 
announce  that  Ted  Regehr  has 
consented to write a regular col-
umn to promote the MHSA ar-
chives and how to best make use 
of them. Alice Unrau reports on 
her work as the new GAMEO and 
MAID representative. Thank you 
to all the regulars whose articles 
enrich this addition of the newslet-
ter.  
    The  MHSA  welcomes  your 
feedback, emails, letters to the edi-

 Publications for Sale: 
¶ Letters of a Mennonite Couple-

Nicolai & Katharina Rempel 
$25.00 

¶ On the Zweiback Trail $30.00 

¶ Kenn Jie Noch Plautdietsch 
$18.00 

¶ Through Fire and Water $25.00 

MHSA Executive  

Chair: Dave Neufeldt, Lethbridge 
Vice Chair: Dan Jack, Calgary 
Secretary: Katie Harder, Didsbury 
Treasurer: Ellie Janz, Calgary 

 

Members at Large: 
Ted Regehr, Calgary 

Peter Kroeger, Calgary 
Ken Matis, Coaldale 

Peter Dyck, Calgary 

David Jeffares, Edmonton 

Alice Unrau, Calgary 

Dave Toews, St. Albert 
 

GAMEO Representative: 
Alice Unrau, Calgary 

 

MAID Representative: 
Alice Unrau, Calgary 

Dave Toews 

Dan Jack 

mailto:dmtoews@gmail.com
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tor  and  articles.  Contact 
dmtoews@gmail.com.  The  dead-
line for submissions for the next 
newsletter is May 1, 2016.  
   I hope to see you at the Holy-
rood Mennonite Church, Edmon-
ton, for the annual MHSA Spring 
Conference on Saturday, April 30, 

2016. × 

 
Chairmanõs  
Corner 
by Dave Neufeldt 

    This being the 
first newsletter of 
2016, I thought it 
would be worth-
while to highlight 
the activities of 
MHSA, our ac-
complishments in 
the past year, and 
anticipated 
events in the year ahead. Our 
achievements are due to the dedi-
cated group of people who regular-
ly volunteer their time and skills 
doing the work of the society. This 
work focuses in three key areas: 
hosting conferences; publishing a 
newsletter; and, operating a library 
and archives in Calgary. 
    As always, the spring and fall 
conferences  are  high  points  for 
MHSA.  Last  spring we met at 
Lendrum  Mennonite  Brethren 
Church where we focused on the 
history of the Youth Orientation 
Unit.  Guest speakers were Peter 
Rempel,  Jake and Irene Baergen 
and George and Helga Loewen.  At 
the  Fall  Conference  hosted  by 
Trinity Mennonite Church, Esther 
Epp-Tiessen was the guest speaker.  
She spoke on the history of the 
Mennonite  Central  Committee 
(MCC) in Canada. 
    Our gifted editorial team created 
three newsletters last year.  Their 
quality work is vital to sharing not 

our spring conference and AGM at 
Holyrood  Mennonite  Church  in 
Edmonton on April 30. The theme 
of this conference is òRethinking 
Mennonite History in Light of the 
Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion.ó Our guest speakers will be 
Roger Epp, Professor of Political 
Science at the University of Alberta 
and author of We Are All  Treaty 
People, Chief Calvin Bruneau of the 
Papaschase First Nation, and Ike 
and Millie Glick, former voluntary 
service workers in Calling Lake and 
other Alberta locations. 
     The  importance  of  examining 
our  history  with  our  indigenous 
neighbours was made particularly 
clear to me after I attended the 
TRC meetings in Lethbridge a cou-
ple of years ago.  While I was aware 
of how destructive the residential 
schools were, I went to the meeting 
feeling somewhat distant or discon-
nected from that history. That feel-
ing of distance quickly disappeared 
when the very first person to speak 
reported that she attended a resi-
dential school run by the Mennon-
ites. She went on to describe abuse 
she received from a teacher at the 
school. Although this school was 
not in Alberta, the story made me 
acutely aware of the need to ex-
plore the interaction of Mennonite 
and indigenous people in Alberta. 
We should not be hiding the darker 
sides of  our  history.  The spring 
conference  will  be  an  important 
opportunity to reflect on our rela-
tionships  with  our  indigenous 
neighbours, both those that were 
healthy and those that were not. 
   Please join us for this in the Hol-
yrood Mennonite Church for this 

important upcoming event. × 

only information about the society 
but also many personal historical 
accounts from our members. 
    At the library and archives, there 
are about six people who show up 
every Thursday to volunteer.  We 
are continually receiving additional 
materials and this past year our ar-
chives began to approach capacity. 
In January, we remedied the prob-
lem by adding two more mobile 
shelves.  If readers are free on a 
Thursday, I would highly recom-
mend stopping by for a cup of cof-
fee, a look at some of the interest-
ing material we have there and a 
visit  with our friendly, dedicated 
and passionate volunteers. 
    Other activities of the MHSA 
include sponsoring the family his-
tory  project  at  Menno  Simons 
Christian School which was carried 
out for the third consecutive year.  
We also have displays at church 
conferences and at the MCC relief 
sale. 

     In  January  Alice  Unrau,  Ted 
Regehr, Peter Dyck and I attended 
the annual meetings of the Men-
nonite Historical Society of Canada 
in Abbotsford, BC. I always enjoy 
these  meetings.  They  provide  a 
good opportunity to connect with 
other  societies  and archives and 
find out how they are dealing with 
some of the common issues we 
face. The meetings also provide an 
opportunity for the various part-
ners to work together on shared 
projects  such  as  the  Mennonite 
Archival Image Database (MAID). 

The MAID project will be a major 
focus  of  MHSA in  the  coming 
year.  We will be working at scan-
ning  and  describing  our  photo-
graphs and uploading them to the 
MAID database.  This  will  allow 
people to access our photo collec-
tion via the internet. 
    One of the things I am particu-
larly looking forward to this year is 

Dave Neufeldt 
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text, along with farm chores, I 
learned responsibility, eye-hand 
coordination and òmaking the 
minutes count.ó 

   Emerging from the Great De-
pression, things were going well by 
the mid 1930s. The business had 
expanded to include a cannery to 
salvage the juice as a by-product 
which was processed and sold as 
pur®e to the Campbellõs Soup 
Company and to Chef Boyardee.  
A bumper crop in 1936 signalled a 
bright future. Then, tragedy struck 
the Glick family. I was eight years 
old when my Uncle Dave, at age 
thirty-seven and father of six, died 
suddenly during an appendectomy 
due to an anaesthesia error. I dis-
tinctly recall the impact this event 
had on my dad.  It became a mo-
ment of redefining values and pri-
orities. 

    A few years later, World War 
Two came along with conscription 
that required all young men to reg-
ister for a pending call to military 
service. Leaders of the historic 
peace churches went to Washing-
ton to negotiate exemption from 
military service for conscientious 
objectors (COs). This exemption 
resulted in a broad range of alter-
nate service options that included 
work in Appalachia, mental hospi-
tals, inner cities, reforestation, 
building roads and òsmoke jump-
ingó wherein fire fighters parachut-
ed into remote areas to control 
wild fires. Church sponsored 
òVoluntary Serviceó (VS) offered 
by the Mennonite Central Com-
mittee (MCC) and by the Relief 
and Service arm of the Mennonite 
Board of Missions were also ap-
proved. 

   All this began prior to my reach-
ing draft age but became an early 
influence as numerous Civilian 

(continued from page 1) 

    My father was born in an old order Amish home, June 25, 1900. His Eu-
ropean roots are thought to have been Jewish, according to a monograph 
supplied by sociologist, John A. Hostetler. Ancestral òPeter Glick, not 
Amish, immigrated to America aboard the ship ôJudithõ that arrived in Phil-
adelphia on September 15, 1748.  During the French and Indian War 
-1763), as quoted from the ôPennsylvania Magazine of History:õ òMarch 23, 
1756 at and near the house of Peter Glick in Windsor Township, 7 killed, 
one wounded.ó Based on a ôJohn K. Glick and Martha Hooley Family 
Recordõ, the Monograph offers the following details: 

       One  member  of  Peter  Glickõs  family  survived  the  1756 
        massacre, his small son John. He was discovered the morning 

 following the raid but was too young to supply much information,  
 except his name. When asked how many children there had been in  
 the family he raised both hands and said in German ôVieleõ (many). 
 An Amish family, whose identity is not known, gave him a home. 

 

    John grew up in that culture, eventually joined the Amish church, mar-
ried Magdalena Fisher Mille and settled in òBig Valleyó of Mifflin County, 
PA. The late Dr. Hostetler suggested this may account for the òGlickó 
name entering the Anabaptist stream.  John Glick, of whom Iõm a descend-
ant, died about 1850.  

Early Life Influences 

    I am the second oldest of seven surviving children born to Beachy 
Amish parents, August 30, 1928.  Since German was the language used at 
church, I learned to read German before going to school. Until then, we 
spoke Pennsylvania German at home.  From my mother I learned that 
swear words I picked up at school, as reported by my older sister, were not 
required in our family!  From my dad, I inherited a sense of humour, and 
learned early to think about the consequences that arose from my choices. 
Somewhere I read that, òLife is the only game where the object of the game 
is to learn the rules!ó  These words were echoed many years later in my re-
sponse to a contest inviting entries on, òThe Meaning of Lifeó in twenty-
five words or less.   

In the cosmic whole, All is one; 
In harmony, All is well. 

Wellness, Oneness, Wholeness 
WOW! 
Shalom! 

Lifeõs meaning flows 
From embracing Lifeõs rules.  

 
   I grew up on a farm, surrounded by entrepreneurial influences.  Our fam-
ily business was Glickõs Seed Farms, begun by my grandfather and of which 
my father became manager.  Tomatoes were grown under contract with 
area farmers, primarily for the seed that was sold to growers in the south-
east States and the Bahamas. Many childhood hours were spent packaging 
tomato seed in 1 and 4 ounce packets and 1 pound canisters.  In this con-
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Public Service (CPS) men serving 
at the mental hospital in Harris-
burg, PA or at MCC/Akron came 
to our home for work on days off 
or just to visit. For several years, 
Glickõs cannery was adapted to 
process òFood for Reliefó on be-
half of MCC during the off season. 
A portable cannery soon emerged 
in order to let a broader constitu-
ency respond to the need in Eu-
rope.  

    Other early influences included 
visits to our home by MCC per-
sonnel, including Edna and J.N. 
Byler (who were involved in the 
early days of the cottage industry 
that would eventually become Ten 
Thousand Villages); outgoing mis-
sionaries for whom dad arranged 
to ship their belongings in sealed 
oil drums; and, visits by Peter and 
Elfrieda Dyck during MCC deputa-
tion visits in the States.  My dad 
helped to arrange several public 
events for MCC workers to tell 
them about rescuing Mennonite 
refugees to resettle in Paraguay. 

 

Education  

    I attended public school for 
grades  one through four. As an 
Amish lad, I was overcome by cul-
ture shock when the bell rang the 
first morning so I walked home, 
just a mile away!  After four years, I 
was sent to a Christian day school. 
I attended Lancaster Mennonite 
High School (LMHS) from which I 
dropped out after tenth grade. I 
had succumbed to the need for 
approval from my Beachy Amish 
peers for whom school in the 
1940s beyond grade eight was not 
valued and was seen by the church 
leadership as dangerous. Dropping 
out may also have been teen-age 
push-back against pressure from 
dad to finish high school in three 
years so I could help in the office 

as bookkeeper. 

   I came to my senses four years later and gained a High School Diploma 
by passing the Pennsylvania State tests. I then entered Eastern Mennonite 
College (now EMU) in September, 1948, earning a B.A. in 1953 and a Th.B 
in 1955. Intensive cross-cultural ôeducationõ followed in northern Alberta, 
supplemented by intermittent graduate studies between 1970 and 1983 at 
the University of Alberta. These  studies led to a Community Development 
M.A. in 1972 and a Ph.D. in Educational Psychology in 1983.  

 

Marriage and òVoluntary Serviceó (VS) 

   When I proposed to Mildred Alger of Broadway, VA, my question was, 
òWould you be willing to celebrate your 50th wedding anniversary with 
me?ó She agreed! Our wedding was July 16, 1952.  (The ôarrangementõ was 
renewed at our 50th anniversary with Millie agreeing to 25 more years!) Up-
on graduation from EMC, we registered for a two-year term in VS that 
landed us at Calling Lake, AB where, in 1955, the road to NE Alberta end-
ed. We were being sponsored by the Relief and Service arm of the Mennon-
ite Board of Missions. 

    I had registered as a CO at age eighteen but was granted draft deferment 
while in school. Upon graduation, the war had ended and it was unlikely 
that I would be drafted but we decided that a two-year VS experience might 
provide some clarity for our future. (Apparently it did!) We applied for a 
northern Alberta placement that had just been advertised. We travelled to 
our destination in a retired õ41 Buick ambulance arriving in August, 1955. 

   Our service assignment among Cree Aboriginals at Calling Lake was, ò. . . 
to see what could be done to help people help themselves.ó This helped to 
define a career in socio-economic community development in northern Al-
berta for the next twenty-eight years under a succession of four different 
employers. 

Map of Northern Alberta area where Millie & Ike worked  
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Career 

1.  Area Director for VS in Northern Alberta 

    The employer was the Relief and Service arm of 
the Mennonite Board of Missions, Elkhart, Indiana.  
The responsibilities included: 

a) co-ordination of over one hundred rotating 
VSrs in seven locations; 

b) becoming a bush pilot to connect with roadless 
settlements beyond our base at Calling Lake; an un-
dertaking which became possible through the use of 
Linford Hackmanõs plane after his health failed; 

c) forming a community nursing service associa-
tion for which a VS nurse was provided; 

d) negotiating with Alberta Education for schools 
in several isolated communities such as Sandy and 
Chipewyan Lakes that refused to send their children 
to residential schools a move that led to the for-
mation of the Northland School Division (NSD); 

e) becoming a seasonal fur trader for eighteen 
months at Chipewyan Lakes to determine whether 
families would move back if a school were provid-
ed.  The families had been evicted nine years earlier 
in an attempt to force residential school attendance; 

f) assisting NSD to develop a school opportunity 
in Anzac for children from isolated communities 
along the Northern Alberta Railroad (NAR) be-
tween Lac La Biche and Fort McMurray; 

g) organizing Team Products to facilitate markets 
and better prices for Aboriginal crafts.  This includ-
ed marketing support for Meensa Products, an initi-
ative at Anzac under the leadership Ted and Arlene 
Walter together with Elaine Wideman who pro-
cessed jams and jellies from wild berries, mint and 
rose hips hence the meaning of meensa . . . berries; and, finally, 

h) dialoguing with a Catholic bishop and several priests who took aggres-
sive action against what they perceived, in the 1950s and 60s as a Protestant 
invasion of their turf. 

 

2.  Managing Director of Team Products 

   The employer was a Board set up to handle funds provided by the Feder-
al and Provincial governments.  In all the communities where VS personnel 
became involved, an unorganized òcottage industryó of Aboriginal leather 
crafts was apparent but there was a huge disconnect between producers 
and markets. For immediate cash, whenever they went to town, the pro-
ducer ladies were at the mercy of random buyers in bars or on the street. 
Spur of the moment transactions did not usually favour the producer. 
While this was being addressed in a small way while I was Area Director 
for VS, it attracted the attention of the Federal Indian Affairs Department 

such that they offered me a job and 
funds to expand this initiative 
throughout Alberta and the Mac-
kenzie District. I could not accept 
this attractive offer because we 
were working with both Metis and 
Treaty populations.  I was not 
about to tell Metis producers that 
they could no longer participate. 

   I declined the offer with a coun-
ter proposal. If the Federal govern-
ment and Alberta (which had re-
sponsibility for Metis people) 
would provide joint funding, then I 
would reconsider.  Over the next 
eighteen months, the counter-offer 

Above: Julian Cardinal stretching beaver pelts while drying 
and smoking moose meat at Chipewyan Lakes. 

Below: Bombardier in front of the vacated Hudsonõs Bay 
Store at Chipewyan Lakes  
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was fulfilled, along with the ap-
pointment of a board to administer 
the funds. Upon obtaining release 
from my Area Director role, I be-
came Managing Director but said 
that I would step aside when an 
Aboriginal person became available 
to fill the role. Such an appoint-
ment occurred a few years later. I 
was then offered a role with Alber-
taõs Human Resources Develop-
ment Authority (HRDA). 

 

 

 

3.  Assistant Manager, Indian-Metis Liaison 
Group (HDRA) 

   This included work to assess social impacts of in-
dustrial developments in the Fort McMurray and 
Slave Lake regions and at Grand Cache in 1970 
when a coal mine was being developed along with a 
new town. At risk of being displaced again were the 
grandchildren of the population that had been evict-
ed and moved to Grand Cache when Jasper Park 
was developed. My role became one of assisting 
with land tenure negotiations, along with developing 
leadership skills for engaging with the town council 
as needed.  

 

4.  Co-West Associates 

   Because HRDA was phased out after the progres-
sive conservatives came into power in 1971, several 
of us became self-employed, along with our spouses.  
Co-west, a non-profit company, specialized in social 
planning, research and training. Our work, now un-
der private contracts, continued to relate to Aborigi-
nal populations. 

 

A Fork-in-the-Road Opportunity  

    After completing graduate study  in psychology  in  
1983,   a personal  friend  and  CEO  of a laser tech-
nology company of 100 employees, offered me a 
position as Director of Human Resources. It was at 
the time of Prime Minister Mulroneyõs and  Presi-
dent Reagenõs òShamrock Summitó and his star wars 
fantasies.  Before accepting the job, I asked what the 
companyõs response would be if tapped on the 
shoulder to apply its leading-edge laser know-how 

and research to military use? The possibility seemed to me a likely possibil-
ity. I was assured that as long as Reagen was president, the company would 
not be interested. I took the job; but, in a few years things changed unex-
pectedly. The enterprise became a public company; cash flow was tight; 
and, the Alberta government became a majority shareholder. These factors 
together set the stage for shifting the focus of control and subsequently 
pursuing lucrative military contracts.  

    What to do? In a strange way, the answer was the easy part.  Clearly, I 
needed to remove myself from hiring people for an enterprise I could not 
support. I had to resign. Coming to terms with resigning and its implica-
tions for the family was more difficult; numbness, initially, and deep disap-
pointment. Hadnõt I been assured before taking the job? I wonõt detail the 
process here except to highlight the support of Millie and our children de-
spite major implications financially and to say that, after delivering my res-
ignation letter, I once again slept soundly.  

    Thereõs a postscript. The company didnõt land any military contracts. 

Above: Wild berry jams processed at Anzac and marketed 
by Team Products . 

Below:  Granny Hilliard making beaded moose-
hide moccasins at Anzac  
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The cold war began to wane; the Berlin wall came down (without violence); 
and, the imagined need for this firm to devote its resources to the military, 
vanished. As it turned out, I could have stayed, but, when I resigned, the 
rapid changes internationally were not foreseen. I could have kept my job, 
but without the life affirming experience of declaring myself: òthis is who I 
am.ó In any case, I would have lost my job a short time later when the gov-
ernment ended its support, causing the firm to go under. 

    I was inspired, at the time, by Amman Hennacy, a practising Catholic 
pacifist, who, while marching as a solitary demonstrator against nuclear test-
ing, was asked by a reporter, òDo you really think you can change the world 
by doing that?ó   òOh, no!ó he said, òI donõt do this to change the world. I 
do this to keep the world from changing me!ó 

     Sometimes one sees clearly; sometimes one hesitates or stumbles; but, 
still drawn forward by oneõs aspirations. 

Thereõs a kind of quest for knowing, 
Probes for clues beneath whatõs showing, 

Dares to risk the pain of growing. 
Flash of intermittent seeing, 

Glimpse of wholeness; life thatõs freeing. 
Elusive quality of being. 

 

Church-Related Opportunities 

    Besides serving as lay pastor at Calling Lake from 1955-59, and for the 
scattered VSrs, we were pressed by the then Alberta-Saskatchewan Confer-
ence to serve as interim pastor couple at Holyrood in Edmonton from 1960
-62. It was a reluctant move for us, feeling torn away from our northern 
engagements. The Holyrood congregation was just two years old. When the 
Conference decided not to reappoint the original pastor couple, tension and 
unhappiness were left in that decisionõs wake, both within the congregation 
and between the congregation and the Conference. After two years, we re-
turned to Calling Lake for another five-year assignment. The Holyrood ex-
perience inspired the following reflective lines: 

   Pitting fraction of truth against fraction 
   Just generates unholy friction 
   That divides a group into factions, 
   And chars the truth into fiction. 
 

   Dogmatic defence of opinion,  
   Mine as better than theirs; 
   Even if, reveals little else, than 
   The sparring of two ôpolarõ bears!  
 
    After returning to Edmonton again in 1967 at the request of Team Prod-
ucts, and, in the decades since, Millie and I have had opportunities to serve 
the church in a number of ways, including multiple terms as Elders, Sunday 
School teaching, planning Community  Life events, and worship lead-
ing. Inter-Mennonite engagements have included Board opportunities with 
The Edmonton Mennonite Centre for Newcomers (EMCN), Canadian 
Peacemakers International (CPI), MCCõs Aboriginal Neighbours Committee 
and The Welcome Home Community which carried a Calling Lake connec-

tion. 

The Welcome Home  

Community 

    In August, 1995, when Mike 
Cardinal was Albertaõs Minister of 
Family and Social Services, he in-
vited Leo Jantzi and me to his of-
fice for lunch. He was concerned 
about many dysfunctional families 
in Edmonton who were at risk of 
having their children placed in fos-
ter care. òSurely,ó he said, òthere 
must be a better way.ó He said that 
current practice wasnõt working 
and that, òGovernment makes a 
very poor parent. Would the Men-
nonite churches in Edmonton be 
willing to help find a better 
way?ó He said that money was not 
an issue but finding people who 
can work with parents and his de-
partment to keep families together 
was what  he  was seek-
ing. Obviously, Leo and I could 
not answer the question immedi-
ately but we agreed to explore the 
matter with the leaders and get 
back to him. 

    During the meeting, Mike had 
recalled a turning point in his own 
life while growing up at Calling 
Lake. He generously acknowledged 
the Mennonite VS presence during 
his youth through his involvement 
in the Boysõ and Youth Clubs. 

    Exploration began with the Min-
isterium, followed by a brainstorm-
ing meeting with thirteen lay peo-
ple who were professionally em-
ployed in a variety of human ser-
vices. Minister Cardinal met with 
the Ministerium himself on January 
30, 1996. Meanwhile, Dave Hubert 
prepared a concept paper for cri-
tique and refinement. A task force 
was assigned to develop a vision 
and proposal for what became The 
Welcome Home Community 
(WHC) which was designed to pro-
vide, in a community context, men-
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toring support for families at 
risk. Beginning on January 1, 1997, 
WHC operated successfully for 
five years (confirmed by two inde-
pendent evaluations) under Vic and 
Kathy Thiessenõs leadership. Sadly, 
WHC suffered the same fate as the 
Youth Orientation Unit (YOU)) 
for similar political reasons after 
Mr. Cardinal was transferred to a 
different Ministry. 

 

Concluding Reflections 

    The arc of oneõs life and the in-
fluences that shape it only become 
clear in retrospect. If òvariety is the 
spice of life,ó mine has been a life 
of spice, rich in opportunity, risk, 
and adventure shared with my life 
partner, Millie Alger Glick, five 
children and eight grandchildren.  
     
Editorõs Note:   Ike and Millie 
Glick are now enjoying an active 
retirement from The Vanier, a sen-
iorsõ complex in Edmonton. Millie 
continues to serve as the Holyrood 
congregationõs news reporter for 
the Alberta Conference newsletter 
and arranges Holyroodõs Sunday 
Greetersõ schedule. Ike serves as 
occasional worship leader and par-
ticipates in a Mennonite/Catholic 
dialogue group, the Edmonton 
Ecumenical Peace Network and an 

interfaith study group. × 
 
  

(continued from page 1) 

 

in Canada. Love for God and 
Godõs people underlies the work 
that Thiessen, the associate direc-
tor of MCC Alberta, helps the re-
lief organization to accomplish. In 
an update on current projects, 
Thiessen showed how the organi-
zation has become well known for 
helping refugees. òItõs been a really, 
really busy fall. The more (Calgary) 

mayor, Naheed Nenshi, mentions MCC and the work we do, the more calls 
we get!ó Thiessen commented.  She went on to say that there are over 1.8 
million refugees in camps in Lebanon, with many families having been there 
for two to four years trying to live on $13.00 per month.  MCC AB is cur-
rently working hard to help Mennonite churches and community groups 
rise to the challenge of sponsoring some of the most desperate and vulnera-
ble refugees. òThis endeavour wonõt be ending any time soon. It is gratify-
ing to be part of a community welcoming these people.ó Thiessen said. 

    After Thiessenõs report of MCCõs present reality, keynote speaker, Esther 
Epp-Tiessen, plunged the crowd back in time to the beginnings of MCC 
leading off with a story she learned from Dr. Terry Leblanc, Indigenous 
Studies Program Director at Tyndale University College.  In the story, a 
young indigenous boy is terrified about getting lost. While walking with his 
grandfather, the boy noticed the old man regularly stopping to look back 
down the path. When the boy asked why he did this, the grandfather said he 
was looking back to see where they had come from so they would not lose 
their way. Tiessen views the knowledge and study of history in a similar 
way.  

    In 2013, Epp-Tiessenõs book, Mennonite Central Committee in Canada: A 
History, was published. A self described MCC ôinsider,õ Epp-Tiessen grew up 
discussing MCC projects around the dinner table, studying its history while 
in University, serving in the Philippines for four years with her husband and 
working for both MCC Ontario and MCC Canada. The book was written at 
the request of the Mennonite Historical Society of Canada. In the preface, 
Epp-Tiessen states, òSomeone with greater detachment from the organiza-
tion would undoubtedly bring a greater level of objectivity to the story than 
I. However, I have tried to use my experience as an òinsideró to tell the sto-
ry of some of the internal workings of MCC Canada including the struggle 
for identity and purpose, the oftentimes turbulent relationship with constit-
uents, the power struggles within the organization and the contradictions 

Esther Epp-Tiessen and Kim Thiessen 
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and complexities of compassionate service to a hurting world.ó  As an insid-
er, Epp-Tiessenõs passion for the work of MCC infuses her presentation 
with both love and, at times, angst. In describing her writing experience, she 
said, ò(It was an) agony and a joy to do this. The people we love are also the 
ones that drive us crazy; thatõs also the story of this project!ó Epp-Tiessen 
struggled with the sheer volume of information through which she had to 
sort as well as trying to make sense of the blurry boundaries between what 
was bi-national, shared with MCC USA and what was uniquely Canadian. 
Even within the Canadian context, provincial and national interests and or-
ganizations, perspectives and social locations proved complicated to ex-
plain. Mennonite Central Committee in Canada is helpfully divided into two sec-
tions. Chapters 1-3, òGestation and Birth,ó concern the prehistory, the peri-
od from 1920-1963. Chapters 3-8,  òGrowth and Maturation,ó deal with 
forging identity, defining  ministry and adapting to changing realities.  

    The roots of MCC Canada began growing in the 1920s with the concern 
of Canadian Mennonites who wished to aid those suffering in the aftermath 
of the Russian Revolution and the creation of the Soviet Union. The inter-
Mennonite organization, however, only became formalized in 1963, at a 
meeting held on December 12 in the Portage Avenue Mennonite Brethren 
Church in Winnipeg. Back then, Epp-Tiessen noted, òInter-Mennonite co-
operation was not the case at all. Coming together to work was radical at 
the time. The urgency of matters in Russia demanded a united effort.ó  

     Most of Epp-Tiessenõs address to the MHSA conference attendees fo-
cused on part 2 of her book, the development of an MCC identity, an ongo-
ing and constantly evolving process. From its very beginnings, the urgency 
of relief work was paired with development so that the needy would be 
equipped/re-equipped to help themselves. Immigration support concerns 
were always a reality that accompanied relief work. As MCC assigned volun-
teers in other countries, the each placement became a ò... place of profound 
learning and Christian formation,ó said Epp-Tiessen. òMCC became a win-
dow on the world interpreting the world to the people back home.ó 

    Questions from the floor after the presentation expressed appreciation 
for the forthright way Epp-Tiessen approached both her writing and the 
presentation, highlighting MCCõs victories and yet, never hiding its prob-
lems and failures. òThe book contained warts but, publicly, we donõt see 
those,ó Dave Toews said. 

    An ongoing discussion for MCC has always been how to best present the 
gospel message, to determine what combination of word and deed was ap-
propriate in various countries. Marvin Baergen commented; òMCC tried not 
to plant churches or evangelize, it seems we lost an opportunity. MCCõs 
work to òprovide a cup of cold wateró was a decision made by mission 
boards, however, churches have emerged.ó It was clear in the rest of the 
discussion,  that MCC is still working with the question of identity as it 
moves forward to continue providing relief to those who are hurting.  It 
was noted that more non-Mennonite churches are now among MCCõs con-
stituents. Epp-Tiessen addressed the identity issue by referring to the ônew 
wineskinsõ discussions from 2007-2008. òIt is interesting that MCC is more 
strongly tied to denominational churches than beforeé(and there are) new 
voices, this is wonderful but presents tensions too.ó She said.     

    The work of MCC has often gone well beyond simple provision of mate-

rial and food relief. Victim services 
and restorative justice programs, 
handicap concerns, indigenous re-
lations, recycling programs, educa-
tion initiatives and peace and jus-
tice initiatives to work at the root 
of injustice to alleviate the causes 
of suffering. Epp-Tiessenõs book 
and the stories she shares are to be 
celebrated. ò(MCC is) Godõs mira-
cle among us. Praise be to God,ó 
she said.  

 

     This article appeared in the 
February 15, 2016 issue of the Ca-

nadian Mennonite.  × 

 

 

How to Use Your MHSA 
Archives 

by Ted Regehr  

 
   I have been 
asked to pro-
vide infor-
mation which 
will inform 
readers of one 
or more of the 
collections 
stored in the 
archives of the 
Mennonite 
Historical  
Society of Al-
berta. In this 
issue, I will fo-
cus on a unique collection: the 
minutes, correspondence and other 
d o c u m e n t s  o f  t h e 
Vertreterversammlungen or, in Eng-
lish, the òRepresentative Assem-
blies of Mennonite Settlers in Al-
berta.ó  
    This was an inter-Mennonite 
organization which sought to or-
ganize and co-ordinate efforts in 
areas of relief (local and interna-
tional), immigrant travel-debt re-

Ted Regehr 
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The editorial group members is responsible for getting information from 
their areas, have it recorded and put onto the Global Anabaptist Mennonite 
Encyclopedia Online (GAMEO) website. This task includes keeping the 
Alberta churches' information up to date as well as processing additional 
historical information about the churches.  
    The website has increased its usership which demonstrates how useful it 
is in doing research. In 2015, two hundred new articles were added to 
GAMEO; this total does not include the updates that were entered. Richard 
Thiessen (BC) reported that the hits on the GAMEO website have 
increased steadily from 895 per day in 2006 when they first began 
monitoring to 1,219 per day in 2015. User countries included were Canada, 
US, Germany, United Kingdom, Netherlands, Australia, Brazil, France, 

Poland and Switzerland.  × 
 
 

MAID Report  
by Alice Unrau 

 
    A very exciting happening is the Mennonite Archival Image Database 
(MAID). Some of the provinces have a considerable number of photos on 
the site already.  A representative from Western Canada was required so I 
agreed to join the management team. 
    Photos are uploaded with the names of the people and a description of 
the photo which is then linked to whatever other information there is in 
GAMEO. When people are doing research, they will have easy access to 
photos of people or topics they are researching. The people in charge of 
this project are archivists and have done an excellent job of making the 
website user friendly. One of MAID's partners, the Plett Foundation, has 
allocated funds to provide training for volunteers on this project. In 
Alberta, we will receive the training in March, 2016. 
    Our challenge now is to get photos with full descriptions. If readers or 
anyone you know has historical photographs, I would appreciate being 
contacted at the MHSA office (403-250-1121), my cell (403-275-7121) or by 
e-mail (alice.unrau@gmail.com) so new photographs can be added to the 

MAID website. × 
 
 

MHSA Members in Transition 
 
Wesley Berg: After serving as the MHSA representative on the GAMEO 
Editorial Group for six years, Wes decided to retire from this position. 
 
Alice Unrau: Alice has agreed to assume the position vacated by Wesley 
Berg on the GAMEO Editorial Group and she is also serving on the 
Mennonite Archival Image Database (MAID) as its Western Canada 
Representative. 
 
Dan Jack: Dan is joining the newsletter editorial team as Co-Editor.   
 
These MHSA members are  to be commended for their commitment to the 

challenging work of MHSA. 

payments, census taking, burial as-
sistance, fire insurance, hospital 
and medical care and communica-
tions with governments. Repre-
sentatives from various Mennonite 
communities in Alberta met annu-
ally, received reports from various 
settlements, discussed programs 
and set levies or taxes to support 
shared programs. 
    The records from 1931 to 1944 
deal mainly with difficulties in re-
payments of travel debts and co-
operative programs to deal with 
depression and wartime economic, 
social and cultural problems. After 
World War II, the organization was 
restructured to provide assistance 
for victims of war, refugees and 
Mennonite immigrants coming to 
Canada. Anyone interested in initi-
atives undertaken on an inter-
Mennonite basis, to deal with prac-
tical issues and problems not dealt 
with by individual churches and 
conferences will find this collection 
very interesting. For further infor-
mation, visit the website of the 
Mennonite Historical Society of 
Alberta, scroll down and click on 

Vertreterversammlungen fonds. × 

 

 

GAMEO Report  
by Alice Unrau 

 
    The Mennon-
ite Historical 
Society of 
Canada (MHSC) 
meetings were 
held at the new 
Mennonite Her-
itage Centre in 
Abbotsford, BC, 
from January 14 
to 16, 2016. 
     I had just 
been appointed to the position of 
GAMEO editor for the MHSA 
and was not sure what to expect. 

Alice Unrau 


